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24 Tevet 5772

19 January 2012

The first CPD day for Jewish Studies took place yesterday in the Dublin West Education Centre in Tallaght.  It was a historic occasion following the publication of the long-awaited syllabus last year.  The diverse assembled group of teachers were from Stratford College, Rathgar, Fingal Community College, Swords, Pobalscoil Rosmini, Drumcondra, Mount Seskin Community School, Jobstown, St Dominic’s Secondary School, Ballyfermot, and Loreto College, Crumlin.  The inter-disciplinary nature of the group from Jewish Studies, Civics, Social and Political Education, and Religious Education, was certainly very interesting and illuminating.  

The day was divided into three sessions with the accompanying breaks.  The first session was spent exploring the different sections, aspects of content and learning outcomes in the Jewish Studies syllabus.  Cross-curricular intersections between Jewish Studies and History, CSPE and RE, were also identified and highlighted.  The second session of the day had a more practical focus centred on different methodologies and using technology to design visual-verbal squares, Animoto video clips, and integrated use of powerpoint, with a particular emphasis on literacy.  The afternoon session was spent on assessment, applying the Assessment for Learning criteria to student work samples.  

The day was greatly enhanced, particularly, by members of the Jewish community who were present:  Rabbi Zalman Lent, Karen Walsh, and Judith Charry.  They engaged us in animated conversations surrounding the history, beliefs and practices of the tradition.  Judith brought a selection of significant objects which are associated with Jewish life.   We could have all the resources in the world in books and items relating to Jewish Studies but the real resources are the people who live the Jewish life; this was a great enrichment for the CPD yesterday.  

Our appetites were satisfied by very tasty kosher catering which was provided by Tony Rigg.  The kosher culinary experience was new to some of us and one which we enjoyed very much.  

I would like to express particular thanks to Conor Harrison from PDST, and to Doireann Quinn (DWEC), for their assistance and practical guidance for the CPD day.  Thank you to Gerard McHugh (DWEC) and the staff of the DWEC for their gracious hospitality to us yesterday. 

We look forward to seeing you again, and to welcoming any additional teachers who may be interested to the next CPD day which is on 14 March.  See the DWEC website for details.  

We hope that the photographs on the website will give you some flavour of the CPD day.

With every good wish,
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Louise O’Sullivan IBVM

National Coordinator Jewish Studies

Dublin West Education Centre

Tallaght

Dublin 24
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Mobile: 085-8801466
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	Visit our  Jewish Studies website at www.dwec.ie/JewishStudies.html
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